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America Day 
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3rd SOL 03/07/2017 
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Spring Break 3/27/2017 

    

  

    

 

Hello Wildcat Families!  

 

It seems spring has sprung early this year!  It is hard to 

believe it is already March and the end of the school year 

is quickly approaching.  The next two months will be fast 

and furious as we prepare for SOL testing and end of the 

year celebrations.  Students are beginning to get “Spring 

Fever” as the weather warms up and the excitement of 

summer break gets closer. While we love to see happy and 

enthusiastic students celebrating the season, a reminder 

of our school’s rules, procedures, and attendance policy is 

needed at this time so students can remain focused until 

the last day of school.  We appreciate the support you pro-

vide to teachers, the school, and community. Your sugges-

tions on how to improve our campus are always welcome! 

 
 MAP Testing (Grades 3-7) - March 1 - 8, 2017 
 PTO Bingo - March 10, 2017  
 Benchmark Testing (Grades 2-7) - March 1-31, 2017 
 Title I Math Night - March 20, 2017 (5:00-6:30pm) 
 Spring Break - March 24-27, 2017 
 Report Cards - March 16, 2017 

   

Warm regards, 

Marcie Murphy 

Principal 
 

 

March 2017 

 Principal’s Message 



Pre-Kindergarten 

News 

Here are a couple of pictures of our Pre-K class enjoying classroom 

centers. They are learning how to interact with their peers and  

how to use technology to advance their skills. 



 First Grade News 

"Reading Gives Us Someplace to Go 

When We Have To Stay Where We 

Are!"  

First graders are having a 

blast learning how to count 

money!  



 

Second Grade News  

Second graders celebrated Laura Ingalls Wilder Day on February 

17, 2017. The children arrived fully dressed in the popular attire 

that children wore during the mid-1800’s. It was a day with no 

electricity!!! The children colored patchwork quilt patterns, prac-

ticed memorization skills by lantern light, and pretended to make 

designs on frost-covered windows with thimbles (sugar on a shal-

low dish gave the same effect.) They had a special visitor, Linda 

Harris, Mrs. Hughes’ mother. She demonstrated how to knit and 

shared many of her beautiful blankets. The classes are reading the 

Little House on the Prairie series that consists of nine books.  



 

Fourth Grade News 

VAROOM, VAROOM....4th GRADE MATH continues to run in 

high gear! 

 

Students and Parents,  

DON'T LET THE REMAINDER OF THE YEAR FLY BY 

WITHOUT PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO THESE DE-

TOURS..... 

 

* Every Friday- Math vocabulary test (5 to 10 words, definitions 

and examples) 

 

* Every Friday- Review of previous math SOL skills, up to 5 ques-

tions 

 

* Students practice SOL skills with tech devices at home with the 

game, “Prodigy." 

 

* PLEASE send your child on THURSDAY to after school MATH 

TUTORING with me if they are having trouble in ANY area of 

math! 

 

 If your child has not come before and needs extra practice, just 

send a note with your child. Pick up is at 4:30. 

 

Thanks so much! 

Mrs. Amos 

 



SCA News 

The Stuart Elementary Student Council Associ-

ation raised $1,100 for Pennies for Patients 

benefiting The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. 

Their donations will help advance the cure of 

leukemia, lymphoma, myeloma, and Hodgkin’s 

disease. The mission of The Leukemia & Lym-

phoma Society is to improve the quality of life 

of patients and their families by supporting re-

search and patient services. Stuart Elementary 

and the Student Council Association would like 

to thank everyone who contributed funds to 

benefit this life-saving organization.    

On Friday, February 17, the Student Council Association held it's First Annu-

al Cornhole Tournament. This year's tournament was a success with 20 

teams competing. The SCA would like to congratulate our winners; 1st Place 

Team (Derrick Brogan & Jimmy Mullis), 2nd Place Team (Tony Boothe & 

Larry Clement), and the 3rd Place Team (Scott Pike & Wayne Scott). A spe-

cial thank you goes out to the Stuart 4-H Shooters Club who provided deli-

cious concessions. The SCA would also like to thank everyone who took part 

in this year's tournament. We are looking forward to a repeat performance 

next year!  



 

Jr. Beta News 

The 2017 Virginia Jr. Beta Convention was held February 8-9 in Williams-

burg, VA. Fourth through eighth grade Jr. Beta students from all over the 

state attended the convention to compete in team and individual competi-

tions. Stuart Elementary took 20 students to the convention.  

 

Madison Mullis and Lillian Byers, 6th grade students at Stuart Elementary 

School, took home first place in the Special Talent Competition. The girls per-

formed a tap dance to “Friends.”  They will be traveling to Orlando in June to 

represent Virginia in the National Jr. Beta Convention Special Talent Compe-

tition. Both girls are students at the Patrick County Dancing Arts Center.  



Counselor’s  News 

Of all the things we help our children learn and do, helping them to develop a healthy self-

esteem is probably most important. This is because self-esteem affects all aspects of their 

lives – how they learn, interact with friends,  treat others, problem solve,  handle adversi-

ty, and how willing they are to try new things. Here are some tips to help your child devel-

op healthy self-esteem.  

Praise Your Child  

Notice when your child 

has done something well 

and tell them! Easy on 

the criticism. They should 

hear 5 positives for every 

1 negative thing you say. 

Criticize the behavior  

When your child misbe-

haves, talk about the behav-

ior, such as, “What you did 

was hurtful, and I know you 

are a nice kid. How can you 

make this better?” Do not 

label your child “bad.”  

Validate Feelings 

 If your child gets a blow to 

their self-esteem, they 

need you to allow them to 

feel sad, hurt, or mad. Af-

ter, you can boost them up 

with positives.  

What is self-esteem?  

Self-esteem is our beliefs about our self - how 

capable and loved we feel. It is our shield 

against life’s challenges.  

Give Your Child 

Chores  

Children learn how to 

function in groups by 

learning how their own 

family cooperates. Set 

your child up to be a team 

player by giving age ap-

propriate chores at home. 

Offer praise for their 

work!  

Give The Gift of Time  

Your children know how 

busy you are, so when you 

find 10 minutes to listen 

about their day or play a 

game, they will feel wor-

thy and loved. The gift of 

time spent is worth much 

more than the gift of mon-

ey spent.  

Avoid Harmful  

Comparisons  

Do not compare your child to 

others, especially siblings. In-

stead of saying, “Why can’t 

you be more like so-and-so?” 

try, “Do you notice that so and 

so does this?” Let your child 

know that it’s okay to be dif-

ferent, and that you don’t ex-

pect perfection.  



Reading Across 

America Day 

On Thursday, March 2, SES students will be celebrating “Dr. 

Seuss’ Birthday/Read Across America Day” by dressing up as their 

favorite storybook character.  All costumes must be FREE of facial 

masks and any props that resemble a weapon.  We look forward to 

celebrating this day with the volunteers who will be visiting our 

school to read with our students.   



Registration  

Patrick County Public Schools will hold registration for both kindergarten and pre-

kindergarten on Thursday, March 9.  Specific details about how to register can be 

found below for Stuart Elementary.  

KINDERGARTEN : 

 

Parents of children who have reached their fifth birthday by September 30 may 

register their child for kindergarten for the 2017-2018 school year. Registration 

will be held on March 9 from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at Stuart Elementary in the li-

brary. Children will not be admitted to kindergarten if they reach their fifth birth-

day after September 30. Registration information to bring with you includes the 

child’s birth certificate, Social Security card, and physical exam with 

shot record performed no earlier than 12 months prior to the start of 

school. Physical examinations do not have to be completed at the time of registra-

tion; however, physical examinations must be completed by the first attendance 

day. Parents are encouraged to bring their child to registration for screening pur-

poses. 

PRE-KINDERGARTEN: 

 

On  Thursday, March 9 from 10 a.m. until 6 p.m. at Stuart Elementary will be hold 

registration in the library for children to fill the application for Pre-School. At this 

time, the current Pre-Kindergarten teacher will be present to assist in completing 

the application and answer any questions that parents may have about the pro-

gram. Registration information to bring to the school includes: verification of 

household income (pay stub, income tax return), proof of residency 

(electric bill, etc.), birth certificate, Social Security card, and physical ex-

am and shot record to be completed prior to the first day of school. Parents 

are to contact the school if they are unable to register their child on Thursday, 

March 9. 

 



Digital Learning  

What do we mean by digital learning? 

Digital learning is any instructional practice that effectively uses technology to strength-

en a student’s learning experience. Digital learning encompasses many different facets, 

tools, and applications to support and empower teachers and students, including online 

courses, blended or hybrid learning, or digital content and resources. Digital learning ad-

vances school reform by increasing equity and access to educational opportunities, im-

proving effectiveness and productivity of teachers and administrators, providing student-

centered learning to ensure college and career readiness for all students, and recognizing 

teachers as education designers. 

 

Why celebrate Digital Learning Day? 

With so many new types of digital devices, educational software, and mobile apps continu-

ously developed, it’s hard to keep up with the latest and greatest advancements in educa-

tional technology. In some classrooms and out-of-school programs across the country, edu-

cators are doing some amazing things with technology. Yet, these pockets of innovation 

are confined to a small number of schools and communities. Digital Learning Day was 

started as a way to actively spread innovative practices and ensure that all youth have 

access to high-quality digital learning opportunities no matter where they live. 

 

Started in 2012, Digital Learning Day, which is celebrated on February 23 each year, has 

provided a powerful venue for education leaders to highlight great teaching practices and 

showcase innovative teachers, leaders, and instructional technology programs that are 

improving student outcomes. It’s not about laying off teachers for laptops; it’s about en-

hancing the role of the teacher in America’s classrooms. Digital Learning Day promotes 

the effective use of modern day tools afforded to every other industry to improve the 

learning experience in K-12 public schools. 

Stuart Elementary School will be having their Digital Learning Days on 

March 2, 3, 6, and 7.  We are looking forward to exploring different digital 

activities with our students. 



 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
Read Across  

America Day 

Digital Learning 

Days  

3 
Digital      

Learning Days  

4 

5 6 
Digital      

Learning Days  

7 
Digital      

Learning Days 

  

3rd SOL          

Parent Night 

5:00 pm 

8 
7th Visit to  

High School  

9 
Pre-K              

Registration  

10:00 am 

Kindergarten 

Registration 

10:00 am 

10 
End of Nine 

Weeks 

 

Early              

Dismissal    

12:45 pm 

 

11 

12 13 14 15 16 
Report Cards    

Go Home 

17 18 

19 20 
Title One     

Math Night            

5:30 pm 

 

21 22 23 24 
Spring Break   

No School 

25 

26 27 
Spring Break  

No School 

28 29 30 31  














